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Iron ore mining gets a boost

The iron ore mining industry in
India is attracting several new
Hlayers, both large and small

‘ny industrialised nation requires vast
quantties ofiron ore, which ks the he-
s raw ruateial o which iiom and

tee] are made, India is no exception,
and s development aver the past few decades
s necessitated nge teserves of lron and
steel. Ironore Js produced in approxdmerety 48
countraes, and world resources are estimated
o exceed BUO hilllon tons of crude ore con-
taining mare than 230 bllion tons of lron
While Brezil and Chitsa ave world leaders in
ion ore production and conswnption, Tadia
vanks sisth in terms of rom ome deposils, Inlex-
astingly hawever, India's per capita mineral
ennsumptinnis ane af the lowest in the world.

can e divided intw o mioees £
and produrers. Ore minses are
engaged in mining activities o
extract the o1e, largely for the
e of producers. Ky playurs
include Mational Mineral Die-
velapment Cooration §
{KMDE], Fudremukh fron e

i guon
which has Ued up with the Kolhapur-hased
Ghodavat Groug ko Forin Star PV exports ame
alsu itking a mark. Irom ore mines e costly
locared in [harkhand, Orissa, west Bengal,
Chattisgarh wnd Karnaraka. Hecenchy hrweter,
sume [ndian stee] manufEceuing companies
bave invested in steet and coal rones ahroad,
such asin Australia.

Froduters are elasslfied bt maln or ime-
prete producers wd ol ¢ 1
prated producers account al

| crude stesl productionin
jarintegraced steal praduc
ity of India Lt (3

¢
06 o

Re
Limutad (RINLI, and TIS!

the best-known private sector companizs in
the country. Companies ke SAIL and TISCO
Tiave: thedr own, caprive mines. The nther o7
seconlary producers include re-rollers and
stand alone producers in the organised snd

d forthere-

18ct indicatary of irun wre consurmption than,
crude steel. However, imports of irun ore are
Tot a ditect indicator of a change in iron o
conaumption in any country that produces
iran nte.
Th

India ha taken several

wining 33% of [ndia s sicel pracucren. Fro
ducers ave also classified on the basts of the
‘praduction process and the type of producls
flang o7 ) rmanubactured by the progucers.
Stand alone producers produice Spenge
ot unid pig inn

10 be used by the

misin producers

Tndla  is  the

" Jatgest producer

[ coal based
ponge ion in
he world, and
acoounts for 15%

af he global out-

put. Jindal Stesl &

Power Lid. s the

lurgest producer

of coal  based

iron in India - it is also dhe second

pange -
largeat in thewarld - with & capacity of GS.000 -

T4 KHWL, Sesa Gian and (Jsha Jzpat are the
major producers of pig irom [ntegrated steel
plants like SAIL and RINL also produ
alficant smount of pig inon.

‘While iron oresis a rajor companent of the
sheel manufactuting pracess, sorap i often
used ta supplement it, though it 3 in relative-

Sy LT
lipe opide das vale afiv utr uine

steps o promate the growth of the minecal
sector under the nverall framewark of the Na-
lipnal Mineral Policy. 1983 The amended
Munes and Manerals (Developisent and Regu
Tatien) Ast (MMUK Az] Ls aleed at attracting
private investment and foreign direet invest
ment (FDT) intw the sector, s estimated the
the production afiron ore dun e beemuna
yeer afthe Tench Blan [2005-07) will touch 110
i, with around 4 mt sxparted annually dur-
ing the Plan period. The Gowernunent akéo
regulates the amount of iron ore tu be extract-
ed ta counter pollution. Modem excavarion
hesvy * blasting techniques  heve heen
ieveloped which help mininise damage ta tha
environment.

Export of high-grade wron ore has been so
Far channed through the Minerals and Met-
als Tradiog Cotporation Lid, IMMTCL and
yuantifutive  resliclions  weie  imposed
by the Government to ensure that indigenow

demand wai met belare any  surplu
coubd becaported, However ashift in this pol,
iy by expected.

with the number uf end wser industries in
India; g ata siglficant e, the produc-
tion of steed based products 18 ™
prozpect, drowing & large
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