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THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

PREAMBLE

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a ‘SOVEREIGN
SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure to all its citizens :

JUSTICE, social, economic and political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;

EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; and to promote among them all

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the” unity and integrity of the Nation;

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT,
ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION.

1. Subs, by the Constitution (Forty-Second Amendment) Act. 1976, sec. 2, for "Sovereign Democratic Republic” (w.e.f. 3.1.1977)
2. Subs, by the Constitution (Forty-Second Amendment) Act. 1976, sec. 2, for "unity of the Nation” (w.e.f. 3.1.1977)

THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA
Chapter IV A
FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES
ARTICLE 51A

Fundamental Duties - It shall be the duty of every citizen of India-

(@) to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag and the National
Anthem;

b) to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom;
c) touphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India;
to defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so;

to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India transcending
religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of
women;

(f) tovalue and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;

(@ to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers, wild life and to have
compassion for living creatures;

h) todevelop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform;
to safeguard public property and to abjure violence;

to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity so that the nation constantly
rises to higher levels of endeavour and achievement;

(k) to provide opportunities for education to his/her child or, as the case may be, ward between age of 6 and
14 years.

1. Subs, by the Constitution (Eighty-Sixth Amendment) Act. 2002.




Foreword

The English - Communicative Course was introduced by the CBSE at the secondary
level in 1993-94. Though the course materials were renewed periodically in 1995, 1997
and 2003, a full-fledged and complete revision was undertaken only in 2009 when the
Main Course Book, Work Book and Literature Reader for class IX were revised on the
basis of feedback received from teachers, students and ELT professionals.

As a follow-up, the Main Course Book, Literature Reader and Work Book for class X
have been revised in 2010 and the revised books have come into effect from the
academic session 2013-14. The presentbook is a reprint of the revised edition.

As the students gradually gain proficiency in a language, the content has been designed
to provide them a diverse panorama of writings. Texts have been chosen with a view to
appeal to the changing interests of students. All the four language skills have been
addressed in a systematic manner, providing ample scope for lively interaction on
contemporary issues. The content would also help in inculcating in them empathy
towards different cultures, time-periods and also, in turn, be responsible towards the
world around them.

The activities embedded along with the content give students an opportunity to
practice and fine tune the language skills learnt. It is suggested that the pedagogical
practices adopted to transact the content must prompt the students to think, express
and create.

The effort of the material developers and editorial board is acknowledged.
Feedback/ suggestions for furtherimprovement in this book are welcome.

R.K. Chaturvedi, IAS
Chairman, CBSE
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Note to Students

Why do you think we read Literature?

Have you ever wondered why we read Literature? We do so in order to understand,
appreciate and enjoy what immensely talented men and women over the centuries have
put in writing for our benefit - emotions, moving experiences, suspense, creative use of
language, great issues etc. As we read, we make a personal response to the piece of
Literature concerned - relating its substance to our own personal experience, or to laugh, to
cry, or simply to enjoy. With this in mind, the selections of poetry, fiction and drama in this
Literature Reader by a variety of authors writing in English, are on a variety of themes and in
a variety of literary styles. Through this Reader, we hope that you will develop your interest
in such pieces, and will develop your skills in reading and appreciating poetry, fiction and
drama. In particular, you will learn the essential features of these different types of
Literature - for example, you will learn to study character, how a plot develops, and "What
makes poetry poetry".

Like the Main Coursebook, this Literature Reader also carries pieces which have been
identified and selected with a bearing on social issues and universal values. In other words,
the literary pieces remind us all of the importance of values such as telling the truth, good
health, respect for older people, and the role of law and order.

It is our hope that your reading of Literature will not be restricted to the Literature Reader
alone, but that you will be stimulated to read poetry, fiction and drama outside the
classroom, and also laterin adult life.
What does this Literature Reader contain?

*  Poetry - Seven poems
*  Fiction - Five short stories

Drama - Two plays

These are merely a sample. The basic purpose of the Reader is to facilitate young readers
to develop alove for reading and literature which is sustained for life long learning.

How much time should be spent on this Literature Reader?

In particular, at times your teacher may ask you to read some of the longer pieces for home
work, before they are introduced in class.

What types of questions and activities are there in the Literature Reader and in the
examination?

The question-types and activities for each piece in the Literature Reader are largely:




fairly simple comprehension questions and other activities, to activate and develop
your understanding.

activities that lead you to infer, analyse and evaluate what you are reading.

activities that ask you to make a personal and/or a creative response to what you have
just been reading.

In fact, these are the types of questions and activities you will meet in the examination. The
Literature Reader thus helps to develop your enjoyment and appreciation of Literature in
English.

Whatis the teacher's role?

We have said earlier that this Reader is to help you "to understand, appreciate and enjoy"
Literature. But your teacher alone cannot make you understand, appreciate and enjoy, you
have to develop these skills yourself, in the manner you approach the pieces selected. Your
teacher will certainly encourage, stimulate and support you, and will manage class
activities to assist in every way possible. However, your understanding, appreciation and
enjoyment will not grow if your teacher simply explains to you everything about the literary
piece concerned. You must personally explore and interpret the piece, express a point of
view, and justify it. Your teacher will frequently set up activities, monitor them and hold a
class review. This does not mean that he or she will never give explanations: they will be
given whenever there is a need to do so.

But you should be prepared to take as much personal responsibility as you can for your own
learning.

This will be more effective and more enjoyable for you!
What do we mean by "personal response"?

Personal response means how we, as individuals, interpret and react to something in a
piece of Literature. This is particularly true of poetry, where the poet's choice of language
and treatment of theme can give rise to a variety of shades of interpretation -depending on
who we are, our previous experiences, what we feel about the subject-matter etc. With this
in mind, do not look for a fixed "right or wrong" response to certain questions and activities.
Remember that it is your personal response to the poem, short story or play that makes
reading Literature so enjoyable.

The Fiction Pieces

The six short stories are by Indian and non-Indian writers. These have been chosen for their
interest-level and for the values and social issues that they portray.

The Importance of Dramatising the Plays

Plays, of course, are meant to be dramatised, not simply read. Therefore, the final activity
for both the plays is dramatisation. If you can memorise your lines, so much the better; if
not, then a dramatised reading will do. Often the audience will be the rest of the class. There
are three principal features in drama




* How you speak your part

In drama, voice is very important. For example, emotions are expressed by raising or
lowering the voice, by speaking with more force or less force, by varying the pace at which
you speak. To use your voice appropriately, you will need to "know" your character
thoroughly, through careful study of the character's lines/dialogues and study of stage
directions.

* How you move

Drama is mobile - involving physical movement, gestures, facial expressions, etc. All these
should be done in as natural a manner as possible keeping in mind the character being
enacted. Stage directions will give you appropriate advice.

* Costumes, Props, Lights and Music

These are also important features of a dramatisation. Even simple clothes and props can
make a significant contribution in making the play “come alive" for the audience.

We very much hope that you enjoy this Literature Reader.

Editors
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