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2, Fire spreads to
coal seams below
surface

COAL FIRE CATASTROPHE

1. Undargraund fires i il
start mostly from

lnirming trash close

o coal pits

3, Unmined coal

burns with sxygen

draem from pores .

and mane shafts Plars of ancl colagee

Homagegstrects ar

A, People are 1 risk it

ok just from the 4 Man coal

smoudifering fires bt L proulucing ares in

the poisonous fumes . . Tcin e i

of carbon moncide = 5o i, harkhand,

which rise up fram 4 /j Chhattisgarh,

Ehe mncergraumd rissa amd

fires e West Bengal
L Wumar Mishra | th "*The Centre has already 1380, According to the Rana

sanctionad Bs 14 crore for the
st phaze of shifting."”
Claiming it to b oneof the
world's mujor evacuation
canse of the uncontrollable drives, theshifting
watrld be done in three phas.

Dhanbad: The pevernment
‘has decided fo relocate an en-
tire township — Jharia — be-

spread of undarground fires

that have been burning for s in five vearsand ha alsnns.
yoars in the coal bolt. 50

Coal unit fined
Rs300crin
damages

Dhananay Mahapatra |

Wew Delhi: The Supreme Court
has asked India's largest coal
producing company — South
Eastern Coalfields Lid — to pay
within a manth Rs 300 erore as
CompeEnsation or nsng et
land in Chhattisgarh. This is in
addition to s 50 crare alveady
paid by the PSU, which isa sub-
sidlary of Coal India Lid, to con-
tinuwe it operations inthe state,
SECL will have o pay Rs 100
crore withina wesk and tho rost
withina month, the forest Bench
comprising CJIY K Sabharwal
and Justices Arijit Pasayat and
8 H Kapadia directed on Friday,
The court, in itsearlier jurdz-
ment, had said that all compa-
nies were liable to pay Penal
Compensatory Afforestation
cost and amount of Met Present
Walue to conti i ions i

peaiis], this st af ShAMting pec.
ple will be at Rs 20,000 crore
The Rara panel fiad also sald,
“t s profitable to shifl people
from Jharin, si ] worth
Hs 60000 crove (@ lying
unutilised haneath the tharia

‘Over 50%
of coal-belt
mines unsafe’

Law Kumar Mishra | Ten

Dhanbad: Three days after one of the worst
mining disasters in decades left 54 people
dead, the chief of the company which
owns these mines, said no less than half the
mines in the area did not meet the bazgic
safety standards.

Bharat Coking Coal Ltd (BCCL) chair-
man Partho 5 Bhattacharya, however, said
on Saturday the company shouldn't be
blamed for operating unsafe mines because
workers and trade unions had blocked
maves to shut these for fear of losing jobs.
He said only one out of 41 mines was oper-
ated scientifically and of the rest, the many
were functioning against the advice of the
Directorate Gemeral of Mines Safety. Hede-

in
forest land already allotted to
them by the states.

Appearing for the PSU, so-
Hcitor general G E Vahanvatiar-
gued that the company had ona
of the best records for protec-
tiom of envirenment and had
won awards at the national and
state level. He sald the Rs 50
erove already deposited by the
COMPEINY Was compensation
enough for 1L Lo be allowed eoal
mining operations. Appearing
T thee minstry of snvironment

and fruracte ceameal A TR Ban

scribed safety standards in 24 mines as poor.
Bhattacharya said workers were aware
that they would have to seek voluntary re-
tirement if unsafe mines were shut,
Bharat Coking Coal management on Sat-
urday also handed over employment letters
to the immediate people nominated by fam-
ilies of victims. Ironically, these people,
most likely, would go to work in mines
med unsate by the company
BCCL's audit of the safety status of
mines, praded second and third degrees,

WAIT AND WATCH: A crowd watches the ongoing rescue operation
outside the Bharat Coking Coal Ltd mine at Bhatdih in Jharkhand
on Thursday

were not in place’

Law Kumar Mishra | Ten

Dhanbad: Union coal minister
Shibu Soren on Thursday an-
nounced an ex gratia of Rs 3
lakh to the families of the mine
tragedy wictims. Soren said:
“Dependents of the victims will
be provided employment by the
Bharat Coking Coal from today.
A probe by the director gener-
al of mines safety and the
labour commissioner will also
be initiated.”

Soren also held discussions
with Bharat Coking Coal offi-
clals and promised medieal
help to the four survivors.

tainad, even though the direc-
tor general of mine safefy car-
ries out surveys of the safety
norms,” an expert said.

Some agitating miners al-
leged that “there is no emer-
gency measures inside the
mine. We go deep — between
400 feet and 1,500 ft — into the
mines with only an oxygen
mask.” The tragedy points to
the lack of security measures

by Bharat Coking Coal despite

previous instances of disasters @

due to methans leak, Y
At least 48 people were killed '

inexplosions in Jeetpur mine, |
43 In Sudamdeeh and 30 in
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