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India 126th in UN Human Development Index

BS REPORTCR
New Delhi, 9 November

Obscwing that water and
sanitation are under-fi-
nanced compared to military
spending in India, a UNDP
report has called for ade-
quate fundsforsuch basic ameni-
ties so that increased income
levels could be successfully
translated into human devel-
opment.

UNDP's Human Develop-
ment Report 2006, which rmnked
India 126 globally on Human
Development Index, as com-
pared to 127 a year ago, not-
cdthatIndia alone loses4.5lakh
lives annuallyto diarrhea, more
than any country,

Thoughthe millenniumde-
velopment goal (MDG) of
water access has a deadline
of 2015, India may take longer
toreachthere, UNDP Resident
Representative Maxine 01-
son said today.

“The report focuses on wa-
ter access this year as it cuts
acrossalltheMDGs,Olson said,
adding that the MDG aimed
at enabling each individual to
getat Jeast 20 litres of water a
day.“Indiahas a highertargetof
A litres a day,” she said, refer-

Water Resources Minister Saifuddin Soz {right) and Maxine Olson, UNDP Resicent Coordinator
in India, at the refease of Human Develapment Report, 2006, in New Delhi on Thutsday a1l

ister Saifuddin Soz, takes hard

and the g revoly-

look at the failure of irriga-
tion svstems in the country.

ning tothe target set by the Union

Rural Development Ministry.
The report, which was re-

leased by Water Resources Min-

hagri-
culture has been blamed for
consuming 80 per cent of wa-
terin India, the beneficiariesof

the power the rich
farmers, while the poor still de-
pend on rains.

‘The report also notes that
water harvesting has been on
the retreat in India. It says
the rise of canal irrigation

tion have led to neglect of
‘raditional systems. Since the
1980s, the number of tanks,
ponds andother surface water
bodies has reduced by alimest
athird, thus reducing ground-
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GOVT QUESTIONS REPORT

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, 9 November

ndia, which has been
laced 126th in the UNDP
Human Development
Index, today. questioned the
r:mkuu, saying
comparisons should ke
between equals.

“Just as you cannot
compare Maldives with
India, you cannot compare
us with countrics like
Norway, Sweden ur
Singapore, which are far
more developed,” Union
Minister of Waier |
Resources Saifuddin Soz |
told reporters here while |
releasing the UNDP |
Human Development :

i
|
|
|

Report, 2006,

Soz said India had made
“spectacular progress” in
many ficlds and it was not
necessarily reflected by the |

[~

waler recharge capbi
The report favours smolt

index. “The ranking should

be on the basis of
comparisons between equal
countries in terms of size
and population,” he said,
adding UNDP had been
comparing big countrics
Jike India and China with
other smaller countries.

Soz said in future UNDP
should think about the
ranking system and find
new tools to give a more
appropriate picture.

The index, which
measures achievements in
terms of life expectancy,
education and adjusted real
income, ranked 177
countries with Norway on

| top and Niger at the
| bottom,

UNDP Policy Specialist
Arunabha Ghosh, however,
said the rankings were
limited to comparable data,
“We do not use absolute
numbers but percentage,”
he sa

Speaking at the function,
Sozsaidihe Anificial Recharge

harvestingsystems
and check dams, sa ng that
theefficiency claimsofferedto
w»mt:lzu'gcswlcin!r.umfum

Cauncil for G set

uprecently by the government|

would go a long way in con-
serving rinwater and recharg-
ing g
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