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Has Growth
Slowed Down
Development?

| TIMES INSIGHT GROUP

- New Delhi: The Human De-
| velopment Report (HDR) 2006,
released by the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP) on Thursday provides
the opponents of globalisation,
particularly in India, with use-
\ ful ammunition. What it shows
is that in most countries in-
‘cluding India, improvement in
the human development index
has slowed down in the period
1990 to 2004, compared to the
‘pace in the previous 15 years.
In India’s case for instance,
| the period from 1975 to 1990 saw
the HDI score improve by close
, to 25%. In the next 14 years, that
figure has come down to 18.6%.
| Given the fact that the latter pe-
‘riod is more or less the post-re-
‘forms period in India, this is
- bound to be used as a strongar-
. gument by those opposed to the
reforms. India is by no means
an isolated example. The HDR
gives index scores for 177 UN
member countries. For as many
| asT9of these, comparative fig-
ures are not available over the
. two periods we are looking at.
| This could be because some
\countries simply did not exist

" HOW THEYFARE
Share of govt health spending to
tatal health expenditure

ERESEER

idly since 1990 than they did be-
tween 1975 and 1990

It might seem that this is be-
cause countries that had already
attained very high levels of hu-
man development by the mid-90s
would have had little scope for
improvement later. That, how-
ever, is not the case, In fact, Nor-
way, which tops the latest HDI
index, is among the few that have
improved more in the later pe-
riod. Other developed countries
in this select list include the UK,
Ttaly, Sweden, Luxembourg, Aus-
tralia, Ireland, Denmark and
New Zealand, all of which are
ranked in the top 20. Switzer-
land's HDI score has improved
exactly as much betwean 1990
and 2004 as it did in the 1875-80

\In 1975 — Slovenia, Bosnia or period, whic®  “wally means the

‘Turkmenistan for instance — Swiss hav it a bit better

forsin cempngone heoquen tha odm tho, | J:s since it is
HI R bis ot eel tricki ¢  noterl ‘o

[the ladesh are
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One notch up, but India still has miles to go

Better healthcare still out of bounds

TIMES INSIGHT GROUP

New Delhi: India may be
among the fastest growing
economies in the world, but the

MEDICAL MALADY
Share of govt health spending to
total health expenditure
HDI Rank Courtry "

mestic product (GDP) on the
health sector than India’s lev-
el of 1.2%. Apart from six of
the seven mentioned above,
these include Pakj.slan and

UNDP's Human D
Report 2006 shows that this
growth hasn't translated into
better public healthcare for the
citizen, at least not as yet.

For instance, there are only
seven countries — of the 177
that the HDR looks at — with
a lower share of public expen-
diture in total health expendi-
ture. These seven — Gutneu

160 Guinea

h in our neig!

Congo, = £
Armenia, “Tazikistan and Bu
rundi — are not exactly those
with whom India would like to
be compared, but they are the
only ones in which the gov-
ernment accounts for less than
a quarter of total health ex
penditure. For Indla, the share

of public diture in the to-

hood as well as Azerbauan.
Georgla, Ivory Coast, Equato-
rial Guinea and Indonesia.
One result of this low level
of government spending on
healthcare is that people have
te spend more from their pock-
ets to keep themselves in good
health. Thus, India’s private
spending on healthcare at 3.6%
of GDP is higher than most. In
fact, only 33 of the remaining
176 ies has a higher lev-

fal is exactly one-fourth or 25%.
The low share of public
health di is not sur-

el on this count.
However, the high private

prising, given the fact that only
13 countries spend a smaller
proportion of the gross do-

di tearly unable
to bridge the gap when it comes
to things like immunisation,
which are typically public pro-

grammes in most parts of the |
globe. Not surprisingly, India's |

immunisation rate for those

who are one-year old against
measles is worst in the world, |

with just 13 countries doing
worse. A similar picture
emerges if we look at the num- |

bers for full immunisation of |

one-year olds against tubercu-
losis. Again, there are a mere
20 of the 176 others who have
a lower rate,

What highlights all of this

asa glaring failure of our gov- |

ernments is the fact that India’s
pool of roughly 6.5 lakh physi- |
cians is the third biggest in the
world after China, which has

about twice as many, and the |

U8, which has only a few tens

of thousands of doctors more |

than India, although for a pop-

ulation that's only about one- |

thirds the size of India’s

‘Water distribution in India inequitable’|

TIMES MEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: On the face of it,
India looks like a country with

_plenty of water with the aver-

age use per person per day ex-
ceading 140 litres, However, as
the HDR 2006 points out, ag-
gregate figures are often de-
ceptive, because they conceal
the disparity in the distribu-
tion of water over reglons,
groups of people, between Fich
and poor and between the ru-
ral and urban population.
Even in the UK, the average
use of water per person per day
is only 150 litres, not too far
above the Indian lml, and in
imminash, the

I sithy

@ In India, whg an nillaqr Isi%nfGDP.mdmmlumd

samlatlun 11 is less than 0.5%

@ Research i India by Self Employed Womerts Assacation (SEWA)
has shown that reducing water collection Lo one hour a day would
enable women to eam upto an additional $100 (Rs 4,500 roughly)

olinnent&pomwofmthnsuhammmwwm ;

mhlﬂm

available for average use per

ll would save the regi

distribution of water is and

20 litres of clean water per ;)er
son per day.

Official data for Mumbs
says the city enjoys a safe wi
ter coverage of more than %0%
But, as the HDR points out, a
most half the city’s populatiol
lives in slums and these resi
dents do not even figure in mu-
nicipal data, 1

Similarly, in Chennai, the
average supply is 68 litres a day, |
but areas relying on tankers;
use as little as 8 litres. !

The HDR also talks about ||
the ‘water lords' of Gujarat, |
land owners who have con-
structed deep wells depriving 4
neighbouring villages of wa-

por'son peM m,,wcmcex how dismal thesitestion isfor  ter, only tasallithack at a‘mgh
e

narts
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