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Greens list top 10 pollution sites

* Ranipet In TN Features On The ‘Blacklist’ Along With N-Tainted Chernobyl

just a horror _story," _Full_el"
LIVING HELL <aid about an industrial city

Air pollution biggest killer in

@ Chernobyl, Ukraine

® Dzerzhinsk, Russia

@ Haina, Dominican Republic
® Kabwe, Zambia

@ LaOroya, Peru

@ Linfen, China

® Mailuu-Suu, Kyrgyzstan
® Norilsk, Russia

@ Ranipet, Tamil Nadu, India,
(where leather tanning wastes

hexavalent chromium, made
famous by Erin Brockovich,
result in water that apparently
stings like an insect bite)

groundwater with

ya Pristan, Russia

440 LLITOC IU!VI;G PUL LTI TS
at risk of being poisoned, t_ie-
veloping cancers and lung in-
fections and having mentally
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sites to come up with its list. dew
The sites were not ranked be- ava
cause health records in some ind

haze  that

ﬁ. smoky

hrouded parts of
Southeast Asia this month,
forcing schools and busi-
nesses to close, is just one el-
ement of an air pollution
problem that kills hundreds
of thousands of people in

said Michal
Krzyzanowski, an air quality
specialist at the WHO's Eu-
ropean Center for Environ.
ment and Health in Bonn.
Drifting smoke from pur-
Eosely. set forest fires in In-

the region annually, the
World Health Organisation
sald.

Air pollution in major
Southeast Asian and Chi-
nese cities ranks among the
worst in the world and con-
tributes to the deaths of
about 500.000 neanla aanh

1 Malaysia to
declare a state of emergency
last week in two areas out-
side Kuala Lumpur. Parts of
Thailand were also blank

Southeast Asia, says WHO

of respiratory problems re-
portedly died. The govern-
ment could not confirm the
smoky air was to blame,
Worldwide, air pollution
contributes to some 800,000
deaths each year: The emer-
gency in Malaysia was lifted
after two days. But meteorol-
ogists are predicting a new

ed in the haze,

Malaysia said hospitals
reported a 150% increase in
breathing prluh_!ems and sev-

cloud will hover over parts
of Malaysia an ibly
Singapore.

The haze, blamed on illegal
dry-season burning to clear
land on Sumatra island. is »»
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