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'The fastest-growing cell phone market

| Anand Parl‘hasarathy ’

i S

Two global sur-

months,

alone We buy six million mo-
bile phones every month --
making us one of the world’s
fastest- cell phone

growing
markets -- 176 million-strong

on a handset.
| Rs. 5,000, rel
} half a month’s salary
| of us in India.

favourite brands are
in that

s LOVE IT: Mobhile phones are popular but

si popularity stakes, while
internationally M°'-:df°l‘ is costlier services like Net phone are shunned.
| number three followed by 50-  Women are champion text messagers-

— PHOTO: HANDOUT
with these feature ON our among the

services, indeed 100 per cent
(59 %)

of phone users do SMS-ing.

with women (83 %) sending
phone usage...

more daily text messages

than men (65 ). But when it Test of the world. But unlike that is exceeded only in
comestoertru»chargc servic- most users abroad, we like to  China.

es like Internet. half of us, live dangerously: Indians are These are some of the in-

least concerned
about the possible
health hazards of mobile
a nonchalance
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teresting findings in the India
section of 2 recent global sur-
vey of mobile phone trends.
comn'ussioned by Stockholm.
Sweden- based smartTrust. a
provider of mobile
management solu-
tions. The survey conducted
by Taylor wNelson Sofres . cov-
ered 6,700
in 15 countries.
in India.

The full report is available

mobile consumers
304 of them

security Pointsec
found that Mumbaites are

comes

phones. In the last $ix months
they forgot 32,970 phones in
Mumbai taxis — is 15 ]
the numbers reported as Jost

Amnesiac London-based
phone owners topped this
. with 54872 phones
lost. Sydney. stockholm, San
Francisco. Wwashingion.
Munich, Helsinki, Berlin and
Oslo all fared better.

But when it came to lost
pocket PCs and laptops. India
is nowhere in the Top Ten.

London is the maother city

It leads the world in lost
pocket PCs ( 4,718) and lap-
tops { 4,179). (Only 349 lap-
tops were left Dehind
Mumbai taxis)
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And the award goes to ...

Advertising wwards havce a way of never losing th

Charubala Annuncio

FEW WEEKS back an advertis-

ing awards night was concluded

with the usual fu‘l[ale but with

-an unusual twist, The proudest

winners at the Effies were Lowe

and Hindustan Lever. Yes, that's
right. Not two agencies bul an agency and its
client for the Little Gandhi campaign they
did for Lifebuoy, As it was last year, when the
Grend Effie went tw MeCann and Marico for
the Saffola cempaign.

And just before thal, in September; Ad club
of Kolkata saw FCB Ulka walk away with
campaign of the Year while Kurkure
crunched away with the best FMCG brand.
This was the Consumer Connect award in-
stiluted by the Club, three years back. This
award again has its awn uniqneness. Ir gives
away prizes to hrands hased on the combina-
tion of effectiveness of communication
along with creativity. The former is meas.
ured by Indica Research and the Club bears
the costs to ensure that the process is com-
pletely neutral and transparent

With new awards haing intraduced all the
time-there are city leval awards and media
specific awards-it seams like there's one for
averyone to win. And this makes it that much
more significant for the award brand owners
Iike the Ad Clubs and the Advertising Agen
cles’ Association of India (AAAT) to brand
their awards and create significant nmique
selling propositions (USPs) to attract partic
ipants.

And sure they have. Until lasl vear
AAAI's awards were not very different from
the Ad Chib of Bombay's Abbys. In fact the

L’)._fn.@u"/iﬂ

two awards drew the political line almost he-
tween the agancies, The two had thedr haavy-
weights and their foes. But last vear the
AAAI gave them & new lease of life. From a
one-evening event like any other it trans-
formed into a two-day festival callad the
(Goafst, There was an advertising conclave,
creative and media seminars, viewing of
displayed creative work entered and
TVCUs, parties, beach sports, networking.
Though there were technical and co-
ordination glitches, the festival created a
lot of interast. From the usual 500-800
participants, it got 1200 entri
2000 should coma naxt yaar wh
awards will also be given, Says Sr
vasan Swamy, President, AAAT and
€MD, R K SWAMY BBDO Pt Ltd, “Our
categories and the judging process will
primarily mirror Cannes. As it pre
cedes Cannes, it works as a dry run for

Meanwhile the Abhys, which like
the Gaafest claims to he the most cov-
atad creative award, the "Oscar’ of ad-
vartising, £o to say has been adding eate-
garies. Last vear it incorporated Technical
Awards Film Craft & Print Craft. Print
Grand Prix, Film Grand Prix. “This year we
ntend ta come out with some more awards,”
promises Kalpana Rao, president, Ad Club ol

WITH NEW AWARDS BEING INTRODUCED ALL
THE TIME-THERE ARE CITY LEVEL AWARDS
AND MEDIA SPECIFIC AWARDS-IT SEEMS
LIKE THERE'S ONE FOR EVERYONE TO WIN,

7.9,

2016-17.5255 oo 31 55500 o

Bombay The -upon-a-time indoor event
now draws a crowd of over 2,000 to become

‘an outdoor event. Incorporated in the year

1954, The Club is 52 years old, the biggest of
its kind worldwide and also the busiest aver-
aging around 24 events a year, The Abby is &
a0-vear old aword running without a break.
Tn 2001, the Clnb introduced the Emvies to
reward media excellence. In 2002 it was
made inta a standalone event. It remains
the one of its kind, probably worldwide,
that rewards work across media. This s
unlike the awards of single media asso-
ciations, like say, owdoor or radio.

It also brought in the Effie in 2001 by
taking the franchise for this interne-
Lonal eward from the New York-based
American Marketers' Association. The
Effies measure the effectiveness of
communication based on a longrun-
ning international model.

The detailed entry form itsell covers
arcas like Key Marketing Challenge,
The Communication Objective, The
Target Audience, The Crealive Strategy,
The Chunnel Strategy and finally, The

“The jury typically luoks for
LUIIM[EI‘IL')’ in the logic that led up o
the advertising, whether the cf
lenge was significant oze or nol,
ability to present the argument co-
gently and coherently and the
demonstrated effectiveness of the
campaign”, explains Pranesh Mis-
ra, president, Lowe, who drives
the awards here.
“Advertising should be effec-

tive to provide reiwn on a

client’s investmenl. Creative

, no matter that the numbers have tncreased over the years

awards reward pure creative brilliance -
whether or not 1t 1s effective or right for the
brand. This lefta spacc open for Effie - which
Is a communication award that judges vut-
put of agencies in a comprehensive manner,”
says Misra.

Though entrics have nol significantly in-
creased in nmber, there's a considerable im-
provement in quality over the yesrs, “The
criteria are so rigorous thal many egencies
and clients get cold feel before entering,
fanls Misra

The Ad Club of Kolkata is older at 54.
Though it may not be so busy or even so
prominent, it represents the oldest seat of
the industry. To highlight this fact the Club
started its Consumer Connect Awards that
reward creative work that also is backed by
an egually strong consumer response. 1t set
into place & rigorous process to build pres-
tige. Sandip Chaudhari, who drives these
awards, explains how they first do resesrch -
market place and stimulus  wssessment
amongst the target group specified by the en-
y and arrive at (he Consumer Resonance
Impact Scores (CRIS). A shortlist of nomina.
tions based on the CRIS and creative solo-
tions are invited to make seven-minute pre-
sentations. The nominated entries are
judged by & panel along with the audience.
“In another two years and wa could really be
tracking brand and communication per-
formunce trends of brands which have regu-
larly participated,” says Chaudhari.

While the awards fight it aur to attract tha
entries and the crowds, it is party time for the
industry through the year And for whatever
good work you do, theve's always an award
waiting to he won just around the corner:
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Can you talk your walk? GenZ has tuned into a new career

Malivika Nanda

I'd sit alone and watch your {tght, My only friend
through teenage nights, And everything I had to
know, I heard it on my radio. . You had your time
vou had the pawer, You ve yet to have your finest
hour, Radw. .. Radio Ga Ga...

ang ago when Queen's Freddie Mercury sung

10 the finest hour which we are witnessing
now — the radio hoom which is loud and
clear This boom has made radio jockeying
the coolest career option for the hip and happening
GenZ. And if seeing is be-

a4 ., leving, the incessant rush
iy *‘ of wannabe RJ's who
. | thronged the Fever 104

% stall at the recently-held
HT Youth Nexus made
our conviction further
stronger. The fever is cer-
tiainly on the rise

It's the right choice

' But what has made RJ-ing
the coolest choice? Per
haps, it 1\1m rising level

to career No run of the
mill stuff for them be-
cause they are willing to
risk and experiment. As
actress Preity Zinta
wha 1 was an RJ in

Radio Ga Ga, maybe 1t was a subtle reference

traordinary when it comes

(RADIO) 4.4
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