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COAL FIRE CATASTROPHE

L Underground fires
start mostly from
burming trash close
to coal pits

2. Fire spreads to
coal seams below
sarfacy

3. Unmined coal
buaries with oxygen
clrznwm Trom pores
aind méne shafts

4. Peole are ot risk

* Pillsrs ol ol collpnr
e st 24
Mt

mat jeist from the Main coal
samuddiering fires but producing ares in
the polsonous fumes India are in
of carbion menaxide - Bihar, Jharkhand,
which rise up from 1 3 Chirattisgarh,
the underground / Dwrissa and
fires West Bengad

Law Kamar Mishra | T “The Centre has already
sanctioned s 14 crore for the
Dhanbad: The government  first phase of shifting™

‘has decided to relocate an en- Claiming it bo be oo of the
tire township — Jharia — be-

1950, According to the Rana
panel, this cost of &hifting peo-
plo will be at Rs 20,000 crore.
Thi: Rana paned had also sakd,
=t is profitable Lo shilt people

world’s major evacuation

cause of fhe
apread of wnderground fires
that have heen burning for

Coal unit fined
Rs300crin
damages

Dhananjay Mahapatra | Tn

New Delhi: The Supreme Court
has asked India's largest coal
producing company — South
Eastern Coalfields Lid — to pay
within a month Rs 300 crore as
compensation for using forest
Iand in Chhattigrarh. Thisisin
addition to Rs 50 crore alveady
paid by the PSU, which is a sub-
sidiary of Coal India Lid, o con-
tinue its operations in the state.

SECL will hive to pay Rs 100
crore within a week and the rest
within a menth, the forest Bench
comprising CJI Y K Sabharwal
and Justices Arijit Pasayat and
5 HEapadia directed on Friday

The court, in its esrlier judg-
ment, had said that all compa-

drives, 5
would be done i three phas-
28 in five vwars and ha also as
years in the coal belt, su

fram Jharia, since coal worth
Rs 60,000 crore iz lying
umutitized henpath the Tharia

‘Over 50%
of coal-belt

mines unsafe’

Law Kumar Mishra | tan

Dhanbad: Three days after one of the worst
mining disasters in decades left 54 people
dead, the chief of the company which
owns these mines, said no less than half the
mines in the area did not meet the basic
safety standards.

Bharat Coking Coal Ltd (BCCL) chair-
man Partho 8 Bhattacharya, however, said
on Saturday the company shouldn't be
blamed for operating unsafe mines because
workers and trade unions had blocked
moves to shut these for fear of losing jobs.
He said only one out of 41 mines was oper-

WAIT AND WATCH: A crowd watches the ongoing rescue operation
outside the Bharat Coking Coal Ltd mine at Bhatdih in Jharkhand
on Thursday

‘Safety standards
were not in place’

Law Kumar Mishra | tun

Dhanbad: Union coal minister

tained, even though the direc-
tor general of mine safety car-
ries out surveys of the safety

aﬁp"‘e‘:‘s"a:ﬁ;l" ;a{g&:f;ﬁ ated scientifically and of therest, themany  Shibu Soren on Thursday an- norms,” an expert said.

costand amount of Net Present  Were functioning against the advice of the  nounced an ex gratia of Rs 3 Some agitating miners al-
Value ta continue operations in  Directorate General of Mines Safety Hede-  lakh to thefamilips of themine leged that “there is no emer-
forest land already allotted to  scribed safety standards in 24 minesaspoor.  tragedy victims. Soren said: gency measures inside the
them by the states, Bhattacharya said workers were aware  “Dependents of the victims will mine. We go deep — between
]mﬁommﬂ fovshie PSU. %0 that they would have to seek voluntary re-  beprovided employmenthy the - 400 feet and 1,500 ft — into the
gued that the hadona O if unsafe mines were shut. Bharat Coking Coal from today  mines with only an oxygen
of the best records for protec- Bharat Coking Coal managementon Sat- A probe by the director gener- mask.” The tragedy points to
tion of environment and had  urday also handed over employ letters  al of mines safety and the the lack of security measures

won awards at the national and

tothe i diate people d by fam-

labour commissioner will also

by Bharat Coking Coal despite

state level, He said the Bs 60 jjiag of victims. Ironically, these people, be initiated.” previous instances of disasters
mr;::‘vf&;;l?rﬁt;ﬂ;ﬁ:r: most likely, would go to work in mines Soren also held discussions  due to methane leak.
enough for it t be allowed conl  deemed unsafe by the company with Bharat Coking Coal offi- At least 48 people were killed

mining operations. Appearing
For the ministry of environment
and frncte soamnesl & 1R Ban

BCCL’s audit of the safety status of
mines, graded second and third degrees,

cials and promised medical
help to the four survivors,

in explosions in Jeetpur mine,
43 in Sudamdeeh and 30 in
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